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Appeal for Support of Alamance
County’s First Mosque

As religious leaders, community leaders and active citizens in Alamance County, we whole-heartedly welcome Burlington
Masjid, Alamance County’s �rst mosque. We celebrate with them as they begin this week holding formal Friday services.
Most of the families who comprise the membership of the mosque have resided in Alamance County for some time
without a local mosque, and we support their formation of this worshiping community.

We stand by the rights and privileges of this worshiping community and call upon the deepest tenets of our own faith
traditions in urging everyone in our community to be welcoming and embracing of Burlington Masjid.

Our commitments and this call are based on the following:

1. Perhaps the most cherished amendment to our U.S. Constitution states,
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise there of; or abridging
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government
for a redress of grievances.

Some of our earliest forbearers from Europe braved the hardships of immigration to the American colonies to escape
religious persecution in their home countries and to secure the freedom to worship according to their own conscience and
conviction. �erefore, our constitution’s support of protection for religious freedom is broad and deep. Freedom of religion
was and is today among the most widely recognized “inalienable rights” that we grant to one another as Americans.

While our local government supports this right of the Burlington Masjid’s presence in our community, we hope that all of
our citizens can embrace the spirit of our Constitution.. When religious freedom is not willingly extended to one, it is a
threat to us all.

2. �e foundational principles of all three Abrahamic faiths—Judaism, Christianity and Islam—are love of the One God,
and love of the neighbor. �ese principles are found over and over again in the sacred texts of Islam, Christianity, and
Judaism.

�e best of our respective faith traditions, therefore, call us to love the other—to respect the other’s faith even though it
is di�erent from our own and to demonstrate tolerance for all. We a�rm the words of �e CommonWord, a 2007 joint
Christian and Muslim statement.

So let our di�erences not cause hatred and strife between us. Let us vie with each other only in
righteousness and good works. Let us respect each other, be fair, just and kind to another and live in sincere peace,
harmony and mutual goodwill.

We deeply grieve the atrocities that have been carried out by religious fanatics of all faiths. None of the teachings of any
of the Abrahamic faiths support these horri�c acts of violence. We hope the community of Alamance County will not
substitute the acts of a very small fanatical minority for the overwhelming peaceful majority.

3. We should not be at war with any religion, including Islam. Giving such an impression only fuels the propaganda of
extremist groups and puts more innocent lives at risk. As citizens and leaders in Alamance County we believe that the
best thing we can do to �ght terrorism is to be accepting and welcoming of all faith traditions.

For these reasons we call on all the citizens of Alamance County to welcome and embrace the members of the Burlington
Masjid.
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